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Adverb Poem 

Students choose an adverb (or the teacher nominates one). The adverb must be used as the first word of each line of the rhyming poem. For example, for the word `quickly':

Quickly horses move around the track
Quickly planes fly to Rome and back
Quickly pigs gobble down their dinner
Quickly I declare, `I'm winner!'
Quickly lightning zips up the sky
Quickly birds in formation, fly,


Suggested adverbs: Lazily, sadly, bravely, merrily, optimistically, stupidly, crazily, sleepily, slowly
Boring Poem 

In this poem, the second and alternate lines are always the same. This line is specified by the teacher. Students must write the first and subsequent odd-numbered lines. For example:

I get up and go to school
Day after day, day after day!
Do what I'm told,
Day after day, day after day!
Listen to the same old warnings,
Day after day, day after day!
Get most of my sums wrong,
Day after day, day after day! Etc


Suggestions: Week after week, month after month, year after year, payday after payday, weekend after weekend, minute after minute.
Cloze Poem 

Students are given a poem of up to twenty lines, which contains missing words. The missing words are supplied in a separate, jumbled list. Students read the poem and fill in the missing spaces.

Note: The poem chosen could be one already learned in class; alternatively, this could be a good lead-in activity to a poem to be studied. This is a good activity to use with lower ability learners but could equally be used as a starter to encourage student participation at any level.
Conversation Poem 

Students write a poem in which one person is speaking to another. The first line presents one speaker, the next line the other, and so on. For example:

Put your shoes on, son 

But I can't find them

I'll count to ten: one… 

I can't, they're gone

Hurry, or you know what I'll do

I’ve found them. 

They've got knots!

I'm not waiting any more: two... 
Suggestions: Butcher to customer, teacher to pupil, small child to Santa Claus, driver to police officer, teenage boy to another, editor to author, actor to director, lizard to worm, snake to snake, clown to a small child

Couplets 

Students write two lines of poetry that rhyme and make sense. For example:

December is a month of goodwill
But too much food and you'll be ill.

Suggested topics: False teeth, grasshoppers, rain, poetry, pimples, madness, swimming pools, rhubarb, toucans
Emotions 

Students chose an emotion (or the teacher nominates one). Each line of the poem must start with that emotion. For example, for this topic `Loneliness', the poem could be:

Loneliness is a telephone that never rings
Loneliness is spending every weekend alone
Loneliness is setting a place at the table for one
Loneliness is nobody remembering your birthday.


Suggested emotions: Fear, happiness, frustration, enthusiasm, despair, excitement, anticipation, moodiness, boredom, sadness
Give it a Name 

Students are given a little-known (published) poem without its title. They must read the poem and give it the most appropriate title. For example: 

Sitting silently, seeing past;

the line of lovers floating through 

Watching-waiting-wanting much more, 

never knowing to choose the one. 

The trees tightening in the breeze. 

The leaves scrabbling to the floor; 

Like light'ning lines they startle past to their next life,

hoping to see where whence were they before they came? 

The haunting lives of the lonely.

I Can’t 

Students are given a format to work to and must write restrictions and consequences within that format. The first line begins with `I can't'; the next line begins with "Cause'. The poem may or may not rhyme. For example:
I can't go out alone
'Cause the bogeyman is about.
I can't whinge and moan
'Cause I get into trouble.
I can't say, 'No way, Mum’,
'Cause Mum's the boss.
I can't cheek Dad
'Cause he gets very cross.
Pass the Poem 

Students are given a poem length such as six lines. The first player writes the first line of a poem. The next player adds the next line and passes it to the next player, who adds the next line and so on until the poem is completed.

Suggested titles: 

- Who's the Boss? 

- What Not to Tell Your Mum 

- Get Well Quick

- I'm the Greatest! 

-Invaders 

- Monster Mother

Suggested first lines: 

- My pen is dry 

- If you're trying to think 

- Deep in the desert 

- So much to tell you 

- An emu is an Aussie bird

Note: The teacher might prefer to supply students with a title or first line or both. The lines do not have to rhyme.
Poem Starter 

Students are given a single line of a poem. They must complete a four (or more) line poem using this line as the first line.

Suggested first lines: 

- I'm nine and I'm bored 

- Beneath the moon there is a hill 

- Mondays I feel sick 

- This is the way I have to go 

- Good evening and welcome 

- I've been writing till my fingers ache 

- Tennis is a jolly game 

- The clock on the wall 

- Only three more hours 

- Silly dilly, Gertie Lou
Rhyming Words 

Students are given a word for which they must find as many full rhymes as they can. For example, for sport, the list could include:

taught, caught, report, extort, fort, fraught, rort, sort, fought, port, retort, wart, bought, brought, nought.

Extension: Students use as many full rhyme words as possible in a poem, either as internal rhyme or as line-end rhymes.

Suggested words: Read, night, rumble, brick, car, mine, sing, fun, mood, day.
Senses Poems 

Students are given the name of a food and must describe it by writing one phrase for each of the senses: sight, smell, touch, taste, sound. 
For `Green Apple' the phrases could be:

SIGHT Tight deep-sea green coat
SMELL Clean sharp tangy
TOUCH Glass smooth, dimpled ends
TASTE Squirt of juice, tongue-tickling
SOUND Crunch, munch, gobble
Suggested foods: Strawberries, lemon jelly, roast beef, vanilla ice-cream, baked potato, ripe banana, pizza, spaghetti, potato crisps, toffee on a stick, banana split, watermelon, grilled sausages
Shopping List 

Students write a shopping list appropriate to a particular person. The list must be written in full rhyme. For example, a plumber's shopping list might read:

A rubber plug
A metal lug
A very small spanner
A daily planner
A pair of pliers
A selection of wires
Suggested subjects: A teacher, a new mother, a gardener, a teenager, an artist, a footballer, a witch, a bride-to-be, a child starting school for the first time.
About Me 

Students are given a sequence of line beginnings and must complete each line to make an autobiographical poem. For example:
I seem to be as prickly as a cactus spike
But really I am as soft as the juicy flesh inside

Note: Each set of lines can be repeated any number of times.
Suggested beginnings: 

•I'm good at.../ I'm not good at... 

•I used to be.../ But now I'm... 

•I am.../ I am not... 

•If you.../ Then I'll…

 •I like.:./ But I don't like... 

•I know a lot about... / I know nothing about... 

•I admire.../ I don't respect... 

•I believe in... / I don't believe in...
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